[image: image1.png]M
Special Olympics

Illinois
Western/Area 4




What is Warren County Special Olympics?

The mission of Special Olympics is … to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition in a variety of Olympic-type sports for children and adults with intellectual disabilities, giving them continuing opportunities to develop physical fitness, demonstrate courage, experience joy and participate in a sharing of gifts, skills and friendship with their families, other Special Olympics athletes and the community.

The philosophy of Special Olympics is … that Special Olympics is founded on the belief that people with intellectual disabilities can, with proper instruction and encouragement, learn, enjoy, and benefit from participation in individual and team sports.

Special Olympics believes that through sports training and competition, people with intellectual disabilities benefit physically, mentally, socially, and spiritually; families are strengthened; and the community at large, both through participation and observation, is united in understanding people with intellectual disabilities in an environment of equality, respect, and acceptance.

To be eligible to participate in Special Olympics … you must be at least eight years old and identified by an agency or professional as having one of the following conditions:  intellectual disability, cognitive delays as measured by formal assessment, or significant learning or vocational problems due to cognitive delay that require or have required specially designed instruction.  It does not cost anything to participate.

Special Olympics provides many athletic opportunities for  individuals with intellectual disabilities (ages 8 and older)  These opportunities also allow athletes to meet others, increase socialization skills, improve health awareness, promote team work, and increase self confidence. Sports that we currently offer in Monmouth include: basketball, volleyball, softball, track & field, bowling, and swimming.

Warren County Special Olympics currently has an adult program and we would like to begin a program for children.  Most of our programs/practices are held at the Warren County YMCA. We would love for your child to participate. Adult athletes are also welcome to join our program. We also welcome parental involvement!

Volunteers are the core of our program. Volunteers are needed in all aspect from Coaches & Chaperones to Office Help and Fundraising.

Check us out on the web: http://warrencountyspecialolympics.googlepages.com/home

For more information contact Tony Stotler at 309-255-7765.
